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The Institute for Molecular Bioscience (IMB) 
is a multidisciplinary research institute that 
undertakes globally competitive research to 
decipher the information contained in the genes, 
proteins and small molecules of humans, animals 
and plants.

IMB’s exploration of the genetic basis of life 
will greatly impact upon the health and quality 
of life of humans, with researchers working on 
developing new pharmaceuticals, diagnostics, 
therapies, technologies, bioenergy sources and 
insecticides.

The IMB is unique in bringing computational 
scientists, mathematicians, biologists, geneticists 
and chemists under one roof, working together 

to investigate the basis of 
development at the 
genetic, molecular, 

cellular and organ 
levels.
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This collaboration between different disciplines 
is one of the major strengths of the IMB. Just 
as you cannot hope to understand a car by 
merely studying individual parts, so you will not 
understand the workings of the human body by 
studying organs or genes in isolation. IMB prides 
itself on being a true systems biology research 
institute, where scientists from all fields can 
contribute towards an overall understanding of 
mammalian development.

In particular, IMB researchers are working in the 
areas of genomics and computational biology, 
molecular genetics and development, molecular 
cell biology and chemical and structural biology. 
These complementary and integrated research 
divisions comprise 35 research groups working at 
the forefront of mammalian molecular biology and 
chemistry.

IMB was established with funding from the 
Queensland State Government, the Federal 
Government, The University of Queensland 
and the Atlantic Philanthropies. It also receives 
recurrent operational funding from the Queensland 
State Government. As such, IMB indirectly 
receives much of its support from the taxpayer, 
and therefore has a moral obligation to ensure that 
this money returns tangible benefits to society. 

This is achieved through the partnership with 
IMBcom, details of which are outlined in this 
report. Of course, IMB understands and values 
the work of researchers in the basic sciences, and 
does not require scientists to do only commercial 
work. However, it is a requirement that any 
research with commercial potential is immediately 
brought to the attention of IMBcom. In this way, 
intellectual property is protected.  
For more information on the IMB, please see 
www.imb.uq.edu.au.

•  Development and submission of more than 
$8M worth of industrial and partnership grants.

•  Closure of a three way deal with Cyclogenix 
Ltd and Wyeth Pharmaceuticals to jointly 
commercialise the CCK/Cyclic Gene 
technology.

•  Non-exclusive licensing deal with an 
international company for Human Growth 
Hormone.

•  Twenty-six invention disclosures or new 
discoveries were added to the IMBcom 
pipeline.

2008 HIGHLIGHTS

•  Fourteen quality patent families are under 
active management.

•  The company appointed four new 
professionals, bringing the total number of 
staff to 13.

•  The Commercialisation education program run 
by IMBcom within the Institute continued to 
build on the success of previous years.

•  Mimetica Pty Ltd, established by IMBcom 
in 2002, had another very successful year.  
It finalised the terms of a $3.5M tranched 
venture capital investment.
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